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1951 ILA, ILTA 
Committees Take 
Shape 


Although all appointments have not 
been completed, here is the breakdown 
on I.L.T.A., LL.A. committees for 
1951. As committees are completed, 
announcements will appear in FOCUS. 
Joint I.L.T.A. - 1.L.A. Committees 

District Meetings 
Harriet Carter, Head of State Library 

Extension Division (chairman) 
Grace Beecher, State Library Extension 

Division (Secretary) 

Bertha Heller, Librarian, Decatur Pub- 
lic Library 
Evelyn Millspaugh, Librarian, Elwood 

Public Library 
Miss Elsie Record, Mooresville 

(Trustee) 

Mrs. J. M. Smith, Fairmont (Trustee) 
Legislative 
Esther Thornton, Indianapolis Public 
Library (Chairman) 
Paul R. Benson, New Castle (Trustee) 
George Hadley, Danville (Trustee) 
Mary A. Holmes, Librarian, Logan- 
sport 
Daniel A. Williams, Librarian, Muncie 
Library Action 
Mis. LaVern A. Walther, Assistant 

Professor of Library Science, 

Indiana University (Chairman) 
Mrs. W. H. Frazier, Nashville 

(Trustee) 

Edna Miller, Librarian, Indiana 

Central College 
Gertrude Rhoades, Indianapolis Public 
Library 
Carl F, Weller, Goshen 
(Trustee) 

School Librarian (to be named) 

Small Libraries Round Table 
Bertha Heller, Decatur (Chairman) 
Mrs. Ralph I. Burris, Washington 

(Trustee) 

Mary Dorrell, Rising Sun 

Thelma Hungerford, Librarian, Rush- 
ville Public Library 

Lucile Williams, Librarian, 

ville Public Library 

I.L.T.4. Memorial Committee 

(Trustee committee ) 

Robert A. Bertsch, Cambridge 
City 

A. E. Deupree, Bloomington 

- I.L.A. Committees 
Federal Relations Co-ordinator 
Stillman Taylor, Assistant Librarian, 

/ Gary Public Library 
“UY aw 

(Continued on p. 3, col. 1) 
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Legislative Committee Follows Through 
As State Legislature Convenes 


Working from the apparent indication of majority feeling at the 
Fall Conference, the ILA-ILTA Legislative Committee has been con- 
centrating on a one-point program, i.e., strengthening the State Library 
— particularly the extension phase. 

7000 leaflets, prepared by the Public Relations Committee, have 
been sent out and letters to legislators, library trustees, and librarians 
have followed. 


Broken down to facts and figures, the story up to now stands thus: 
Requested for each 


year, 1951-53 
(average) 


Recommended by State 
Budget Committee 
1951-52 1952-53 


Budget for 
1950-51 
The General 
Library 
Extension and Service 
to Blind 


$183,500 $152,005 $160,485 


119,500 53,700 


$205,705 


54,340 


$214,825 


$303,000 


$165,510 


The requested figures represent an honest, unpadded budget, 
calculated to meet urgent needs, particularly to strengthen library ex- 
tension in Indiana. They aimed to restore Indiana to the high position 
it formerly held among all the states. The figures recommended by the 
State Budget Committee, while encouraging, fall critically short of the 
mark; they would not enable the library to solve its staff and salary 
problem, increase its supply of books sufficiently, nor would they pro- 
vide for adequate expansion of extension services. 

As soon as the State Legislature convened, Harold Brigham and 
Hal Sander contacted Representative Jess Andrew, chairman of the 
House Ways and Means Committee. Mr. Andrew suggested that the 
ILA-ILTA representatives come before the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee and present the State Library’s case. 

Brigham and Sander, reinforced by Mrs. George W. Blair of the 
State Library Board, Esther Thornton of the ILA-ILTA Legislative 
Committee, Harriet Carter of the Extension Division and Mr. George 
Hadley, ILTA member of the Legislative Committee, appeared before 
the Ways and Means Committee on January 17. 

No decision was forthcoming immediately, but the law-makers 
showed genuine interest and were fair, receptive and cordial. As the 
library group left, they were thanked for their sincere approach to the 
problem. 

On the evening of January 18 members of ILA-ILTA arranged a 
special meeting with the Library Committee of the House to discuss 
the financial needs of the State Library and other unexpected library 
issues which had arisen in the legislature. Legislators present at this 
informal dinner meeting were Messrs. Justice of Logansport, Bailey of 


| Anderson, Hartman of Wabash, Cloyd of Brookville, Noble of Rock- 


ville and Hasbrook of Indianapolis. Trustees present were Mrs. 
Herbert Sears, Danville, Mrs. Robert Bertsch, Cambridge City and 
Mrs. George Bridwell, Bloomington. The discussion again proved to 
be most friendly and gave assurances of help on the part of the 
legislators. 

The principal unexpected issue discussed at this meeting hinged 
on a small item that appeared in a prominent newspaper column 
January 17 which we quote: 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Heritage of U.S.A. 
75th Anniversary 
Theme 


With the theme: The Heritage 
of the U.S.A. in Time of Crisis, 
libraries throughout America will 
participate all during 1951 in ob- 
servance of the 75th anniversary of 
the American Library Association. 


One of the highlights of the 
A.L.A. Midwinter Meeting in 
Chicago (Jan. 30-Feb. 3) was an 
interpretation and discussion of the 
theme by the 75th Anniversary 
Committee, headed by Ralph E. 
Ellsworth, who is director of li- 
brariés at the State University of 
lowa, lowa City; John Mackenzie 
Cory, A.L.A. Executive Secretary; 
and other library leaders who are 
directing the endeavor. 


The anniversary theme and the 
activities which implement it were 
designed to make a contribution to 
American citizens, rather than to 
provide a way of looking into the 
past and recalling the achievements 
of the association, according to 
Mr. Ellsworth. 

“At this important time, it 
seems to us that the thing we are 
best able to do is to help people do 
their own thinking on the half 
dozen of the very most critical 
problems facing all of us,” Mr. 
Ellsworth said, adding: 

‘To achieve this end — to make 
this contribution — we will devote 
our anniversary year to restating 
the American Heritage in terms of 
present day crises; to fostering a 
recognition of this heritage as ideas 
in action rather than as dogma. 
Our objective is to stimulate gen- 
eral thinking on the problem of 
how to defend our freedom by 
understanding its origin and _ its 
application to the great problems 
of today.” 

The A.L.A, will assist in creat- 
ing two books. The first will state, 
define and show “in a reasonable, 
honest and objective manner, just 
what our heritage of experience 
and ideas contributes to a citizen’s 


(Continued on p. 3, col. 2) 
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Harley Spencer, Mishawaka Pub- 
lic Library, Mishawaka, Indiana 
of necessary corrections. One copy 
comes addressed to your library. 
This copy is meant for your board 
members. Pass it alony or route it 
to them. 


Memorander from 
Sander 


This first 1951 issue of FOCUS 
is a good time to list a few of the 
problems and issues which the 
ILL.A. faces. Mull them over in 
your mind and be prepared to give 
your best judgement on or before 
the next conference. 

DUES 

I.L.A. dues have been $1.50 a 
year for a long time. Fifty cents 
of this goes for the scholarship 
fund. So far this has brought in 
enough money to do what our pro- 
gram has demanded. Maybe we 
should plan a larger and more 
beneficial program. If we should, 
it would mean higher dues. 

MEMBERSHIPS 

I believe the 700 mark was 
passed several times on member- 
ships. 563 was the 1950 number. 
Let us urge and ask more of our 
friends and co-workers to join! 

CONFERENCES 

At the last conference a luke- 
warm discussion of the place for 
the conference took place. Form- 
erly, it was the policy to hold every 
other year’s conference out in the 


State as just an I.L.A. conference. 
The 1.L.T.A. met each year in 


Harold J. Sander, 
President, I.L.A. 


ILA Has New 
Treasurer 


Last-minute word comes 
through that Mary Armstrong of 
Fort Wayne has resigned as 
Treasurer of ILA. Ruth M. Bur- 
lingame of the North Side Branch, 
Evansville, will take over from 
here. (Please see HERE AND 
THERE for mailing of dues.) 


BROAD RIPPLE PLANS 
INVITATIONAL CONFERENCE 

The library staff of Broad 
Ripple High School, Indianapolis, 
assisted by the librarians and stud- 
ent librarians of Marion County 
and Indianapolis schools, will play 
host to Hoosier School Librarians 
at an invitational conference to be 
held on April 21. 

Besides an interesting program, 
plans call for displays of new 
books, posters, art and_ publicity 
materials, and special exhibits from 





Indianapolis. Meetings in _alter- the Children’s Museum of Indian- 
nate years were joint I.L.A.- sgalie 
I.L.T.A. conferences. Any sug- Miss 


Colsher, Librarian at 
Broad Ripple, says she hopes all 
who attend will be able to visit 
Holladay Memorial Library. Hol- 
laday is one of three libraries in 
the United States devoted entirely 
to young people. 

The program, tentatively 


gestions? A petition circulated at 
the last conference asked that Sat- 
urday not be included in the con- 
ference dates because that is the 
day most smaller libraries need 
most to be open and fully staffed. 


FOCUS 


ar- 
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Here & There 


The Danville Public Library 
observed a two-week vacation De- 
cember 20 to January 2 while the 
library was being decorated. 


Librarians are asked to notify 
Mrs. R. O. Bertsch, 139 Lincoln 
Drive, Cambridge City, of the 
death of any trustee on their 
boards since the 1950 fall confer- 
ence or during the ensuing year. 


This year’s ILA-ILTA confer- 
ence will be held two full days 
only, Thursday and_ Friday, 
November 8-9 at the Lincoln 
Hotel, Indianapolis. Start early to 
make your plans. 





Now that we are into 1951, 
ILA dues are payable to Ruth M. 
Burlingame, North Side Branch 
Library, 2100 Stringtown Rd., 
Evansville. 


Time again to consider nomina- 
tions for A.L.A. Trustee Citations. 
Nominations, with a full record 
of the candidates’ achievements, 
should be mailed to the Jury on 
Citation of Trustees, A.L.A. 
Headquarters, 50 East Huron St., 
Chicago 11, Illinois, not later than 
March 15, 1951. 


is going to make an excellent basis 
for displays, publicity and program 
planning for the year. The Indian- 
apolis Public Library system is al- 
ready working on exhibits, posters 
and ideas to stress Americanism. 


FOCUS can be a good center for 
the exchange of ideas. The Misha- 
waka P.L. is going all out on the 
idea. The summer reading club 
has been planned to stress our 
American heritage. 


Since most of us have an interest 
in dollars and cents, especially 
when they concern us, here are 
shown the figures which make up 
the 1950 conference balance sheet. 
Total. receipts— (includ- 

ing meals, registration, 

exmutors): 2.2. $2,163.45 
Expenditures — (Meals, 

room rentals for meet- 

ings, speakers, enter- 

tainment, etc.) —~_--__ 2,058.02 
$ 104.43 


Balance 


One third of profits go 
to I.L.T.A.*as our 





One of the most thankless jobs 
in I.L.A. is that of FOCUS editor. 
Send him your news items! His 
time is limited — help him get in- 
formation so that FOCUS can 
achieve its purpose. The mailing 
list is being revised and can only 
be fairly accurate if you notify 


ranged is as follows: 


9:00 AM_ Registration 34.81 


standing agreement __ 





| sneer 
The theme for the 1951 75th 
anniversary celebration of A.L.A. 
| 
| 


9:30 AM Get-acquainted mixer Profit from conference $ 69.62 
10:15 AM Group discussions on 
library clubs, new books, li-| 12:00 Noon Luncheon 
brary techniques, mending,|1:30 PM Program (just plain 
making money, publicity and fun) 
exhibits. Visit to Holladay Library. 





Tentative Library 
‘Service Bill Presented 
at Mid-Winter 


Hal Sander, Harriet Carter and 
Stillman K. Taylor, State Coordi- 
nator for Indiana on Federal Re- 
lations of A.L.A. attended the 
Federal Relations Committee 
meeting at the Mid-Winter meet- 
ing in Chicago where prospects of 
a Library Service Bill at the 
national level were discussed. 


Margie $. Malmberg, Director 
of A.L.A.’s Washington office pre- 
sented the proposed bill aimed at 
the strengthening and extension of 
library services to provide the 
necessary informational, technical, 
and morale building library mater- 
ials needed in an aggressive nation- 
al defense program. 


“Legislation now before Bank- 
ing and Currency Committees in 
both Houses (H.R. 1272 and 1273 
and $349) called the ‘Defense 
Housing and Community Facilities 
and Services Act of 1951’ may be 
machinery through which library 
services may be expanded or start- 
ed in defense or military impacted 
areas,’ Mrs. Malmberg states. It 
is further pointed out that if li- 
braries should not be included as 
an educational or recreational serv- 
ice, it would be necessary to gear 
proposed legislation to that crying 
need. If successful, all energy 
might be expended on a bill to al- 
leviate library needs of rural areas 
and to strengthen existing libraries. 


Mrs. Malmberg felt that librar- 
ies might come into the picture 
under the part “require that hous- 
ing and community facilities and 
services needed to support national 
defense activities shall be provid- 
ed.”’ She recommended that librar- 
ians write Senator Capehart, since 
he is on the Banking and Currency 
Committee. She also recommended 
that librarians point out that the 
bill is a forward step and that li- 
braries are one of the important 
community facilities in supporting 
national defense activities. 

The purpose of the Library 
Service Bill as given in the tenta- 
tive proposal is the following: 

“The Library Service Bill is de- 
signed to promote the strengthen- 
ing and extension of library service 
to people in need of additional in- 


formational, technical, and morale 
building library materials. The 
lack of adequate informational 


centers in rural and impacted areas 
to provide adequate civil defense, 
technical materials necessary to re- 
train and equip our citizens for a 
national defense program, and 
morale building books necessitates 
funds to accelerate state programs 
and to alleviate library needs.” 
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1951 ILA, LTA COMMITTEES 
(Continued ) 

A.L.A. Membership Representative 
for Indiana 

Mary Radmacher, Gary Public Library 

Membership 

George A. Curtis, East Chicago Public 
Library (Chairman) 

Lois E. Goan, DePauw University Li- 
brarian 

Ellen D. Kistler, South Bend Public 
Library 

Clotil Reimers, Librarian, Sullivan 
High School 

Public Relations 

Dorothy Knisely, Public Relations 
Representative, Indianapolis Pub- 
lic Library 

Lawrence Arany, Librarian, Indian- 
apolis Star-News 

Neil S. Boardman, Circulation Librar- 
ian, Indiana University Library 

Whilma Snavely, Sullivan Public 
Library 

Recruiting 

Inez Paul, South Bend 

Elizabeth Burton, Indianapolis Naval 
Ordnance Plant Library 
(Co-chairmen) 

Bettie Alice Scherzinger, Children’s 
Librarian, Mishawaka Public 
Library 

Francis Wilson, Purdue University 
Library 

School Librarian (to be named) 

Trustee Citation 

Ruth A. Bean, Evansville Public Li- 
brary (Chairman) 

(two others to be named) 

FOCUS 

Harley O. Spencer, Librarian, Misha- 
waka Public Library (Editor) 

Grace Beecher, State Library Exten- 
sion Division (Ass’t editor) 

Alice Carter, Librarian, Business 
Branch, South Bend Public Li- 
brary (Advertising manager) 


Student Librarians 
To be Feted at 


Lawrence Central 


Lawrence Central High School 
of Indianapolis will be host on 
March 5 to the School Librarians 
Discussion Club and their guests, 
student library assistants in and 
around Marion County. 

Mrs. Louise Williams, librarian 
at Ben Davis High School, will 
preside at the meeting of the club. 

Mr. Harold Sander, librarian of 
the Business Library of the Indian- 
apolis Public Library and president 
of the Indiana Library Association, 
guest speaker, will be introduced 
by Margarete Butz, Lawrence 
Central librarian. 

Principal Fred A. Keesling and 
Earlene Wright, newly elected 
president of the Hoosier Student 
Library Association, will welcome 
guests. Ann Cain, who was ap- 
pointed general chairman of the 
affair by Dorothy Branam, presi- 
dent of the local library club, will 
be assisted by Peggy Lambert, 
Shirley Adams, Nancy Bell, Pat 
White and Kaye Arens, committee 
chairmen. 


their library work. 





HERITAGE OF U.S.A. 


(Continued ) 


understanding of these problems.” 
This book will be written by 
Gerald W. Johnson, noted news- 
paperman and author of “Our 
English Heritage,” “Incredible 
Tale” and many other books. 
Harper & Brothers has agreed to 
publish the book and to join the 
A.L.A, in its distribution here and 
abroad. 


The second book is to be an in- 
tensive source book of evidence on 
the topics covered. by the Johnson 
book, presented in such a manner 
that it may be used as a study 
guide by groups or individuals who 
will be encouraged to hold discus- 
sion sessions on the subject matter. 


The committee also announced 
a contest with $1,000 in prizes. 
There are $800 in awards for the 
best statements (under 2,000 
words) which illustrate the power 
of books to influence the lives of 
men and women; and an additional 
$200 in prizes for the best state- 
ment from librarians concerning 
the problems that are worrying the 
citizens whom they encounter in 
(Full details 
of the contest may be obtained at 
A.L.A. Headquarters in Chicago. ) 

Climax of the 75th anniversary 
observance will come at the A.L.A. 
Conference in Chicago, July 8-14, 
when four major general sessions 
will be devoted to the theme. 
America’s best informed persons on 
each of the problems covered in the 
Johnson book will be speakers at 
the sessions. 

It was announced that the 
books, the contest, engagement of 
conference speakers and the neces- 
sary promotion of the anniversary 
activities are made possible in large 
measure by the financial contribu- 
tion of $10,000 received from 
Gardner M. Cowles, president of 
Cowles Publications, Inc., and 
editor of LOOK MAGAZINE. 

All librarians and friends of li- 
braries were called upon to partici- 
pate in the anniversary activities, 
which, according to Mr. Ells- 
worth, are based on the realization 
that ‘as librarians we are compe- 
tent in acting through the book 
and the idea. So it is that the 75th 
anniversary of the American Li- 
brary Association provides the 
idea, the implements and the pro- 
gram for an important service to 
those who our libraries serve in all 
their years — the reading public.” 





The meeting will start with a 
mixer at 5 o'clock, sponsored by 
Central’s club, followed with 
dinner in the school cafeteria, 
served by the Home Economics 
Club girls. Dinner music will be 
provided by the Girls’ Trio which 


will sing several numbers. 








IT’S FUN TO FIND OUT 
FILM STORY BOOKS by Paul Witty 


In Follett Library Binding 


The various titles in this series are 
based upon the Encyclopaedia Britanni- 
ca Films. Children who have seen and 
discussed the films will have the ad- 
vantage of experiencing the direct and 
functional relationship between the 


spoken words and the printed words oi 


the book. 

The books are also valuable for chil- 
dren who have not seen the films. 
Through the authenticity of the photo- 
graphic illustrations and the documen- 
tary, but lively, text, boys and girls 
learn much about the described activi- 
ties. Questions and vocabulary in the 
back of the books add to their useful- 
ness. 


A DAY AT THE THE MAILMAN 


— THREE LITTLE 
FARM ANIMALS KITTENS 


THE FIREMAN 


THE FOOD 
STORE 


GRAY SQUIRREL 


SHEP THE FARM 
DOG 


COMPLETE 
SET 


$7.68 


Our Indiana Library Representative, Mr. Goldnetz, is now visiting 
Indiana librarians. 


WILCOX & FOLLETT CO. 


THANK YOU 


FOR YOUR SUGGESTIONS! 


Since the Reorganization in 1925 we have invited 
librarians to offer suggestions for the betterment of 


OUR SERVICE 


Your response and our desire to give the best 
always HAS MADE THIS BINDERY A LEADER IN 


INDIANA During 1949... 


1255 S. Wabash Ave. 
Chicago 5, Ill. 





CERTIFIED 
UBRARY BINDERY 





WE PLEDGE TO CONTINUE THAT SAME POLICY 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 


546 South Meridian Street 





LIBRARY SUPPLIES? 


Indianapolis 4, Indiana 


You'll find them all in here 


Yes, you'll find anything and everything you want in this big. 
illustrated catalog. You'll see the latest simplified methods, 
short cuts you too can use. 68 pages crammed with pictures 
and helpful hints for improving the operation of your library. 

For your own free copy, just phone your local Remington 


Rand office or fill in the coupon. 


Library Bureau, Room 
REMINGTON RAND 
1535 N. Meridian St., indianapolis 2 


0 Please furnish copy of Library 
Supplies Catalog (LB 419). 

0 We are (planning) (building) a 
new library. 

00 We have a planning problem. 
Please have your Library Special- City 
ist phone for an appointment. 


Pos. 


tihrery ee 


iN Siete ee 


i TUB agen 
Copyright 1950 by Remington Rand Inc. 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
(Continued) 


“Libraries may lose ground in their flight to get adequate appropri- 
ations. Two years ago a library bill was passed designating the limita- 
tions on tax rates for library purposes. It provided that the tax levy be 
established by the local library board. Now a measure is to be intro- 
duced in the Assembly to return this taxing power to the county 
council.” 

The bill, House Bill 192, was introduced on January 24 by 
Representatives Clem Conway, Mooreland, and Harold R. Heavilon, 
Frankfort, and would amend Section 18 of the 1947 library law. 
Amended, the law would read as follows: 


“PARAGON BINDINGS” 
fill your complete needs. 


Compton’s 


Every cent of your library Pictured Encyclopedia 


* 


Your Indiana 


dollar is used and when it 


is spent for these bindings, 
at the lowest prices in the 
field, you have the best 
buy on the market. 


School and Library 
Representative 















2. Section 18. The rate of taxation of said library : 
. s is 

3. x1 istric sessary for the proper operation of the library 

taxing district necessary tor prof I = r DON R. PHILLIPS sani tii caida 
4. shall be approved and fixed by the county council in an amount of , IVIER 

f h h P.O. Box 57 | Box 36 
3S re cents yenty cents ch one 

5. not less than five cents, nor more t a enty cents am I <aicabiniesdi atti aie tall 
6. hundred dollars of taxable property. The county auditor shall | 
7. cause the tax levies so fixed to be placed on the tax duplicate |"==================sssssssssssssssssss 





~8. and collected in the same manner as other taxes. 

Copies of the bill have been distributed to libraries by the Ex- 
tension Division of the State Library in order that librarians and 
trustees might demonstrate their concern. The bill designed to apply 
to county libraries only, would, as it now reads, immediately affect 
city libraries and eventually would affect all public libraries. ' 

Answering a hurry-up call from the Senate Finance Committee, 
Harold Brigham, Harriet Carter, Esther Thornton, and Hal Sander 
appeared for a hearing on February 5 on the proposed aid for the 
State Library. 











THE "Bi < if 
1g == for every library 


¢ CATALOG CARDS 
e BOOK CARDS 
¢ BOOK POCKETS 


We have them in a variety of styles for your selection. 
Immediate shipment is guaranteed. See the NEW No. 51 


Your officers and legislative committee wish to give you this Catalog! 
running account to let you know what is going on in and around the 
State Capitol. SERVICE 

Latest reports indicate that the amendment has been transferred QUALITY GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 
to the House Committee on Public Libraries. NEW IDEAS SYRACUSE. NEW YORK 
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Are you making your contacts with your local law makers to let 
ui know your feelings in these matters? 





LIBRARY OF THE MONTH BLUFFTON - WELLS COUNTY MISS CLARA E. STURGIS, Ln. 


The Bluffton-Welis County Library has recently cele- 
brated the eleventh anniversary of the Mobile Library 
Unit. Of the more than 178,000 books borrowed from 
the public library during 1949, approximately 138,000 
were on loan to residents outside the city of Bluffton. 
The shelves of the unit accommodate from 1,500 to 
2.000 books. 


The bookmobile covers the entire county once a week 
and is driven by a library custodian. Each member of 
the library staff makes one daily tour a week. Printed 
schedules with the time of arrival and departure are 
available to all patrons. During school terms stops are 
made at all township schools in addition to towns, large 
and small, as well as cross road communities and 
general stores. 


The summer reading club now has more than 500 
children enrolled. Each child is given an Indian head- 
band which is kept hanging in the trailer. As each 
child reads a book, the title and author's name is written 
on a feather and each feather is mounted on the head- 
band. At the close of the summer each child is then 
presented with a book as a reward for reading achieve- 
ment. 


_ pager oner ene 


Last summer Miss Sturgis completed arrangements to 
render educational film service to the county schools 
with the bookmobile. 








Library of the month is sponsored by THE HECKMAN BINDERY North Manchester, Indiana 





